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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

(The size of books is given in inches to the nearest half inch.) 

AMERICA 

The Making of a Great Canadian Railway [Grand Trunk Pacific Rail- 
way]. By Frederick A. Talbot. 349 pp. Map, ills, and index. Seeley, Ser- 
vice & Co., Ltd., London. 16s. gx $}4. 

A vivid description of the organization and construction of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway based on personal investigation by the author in 1910. Two 
introductory chapters are devoted to the part played by Charles M. Hays in 
revitalizing the Grand Trunk Railway by extending it to the Pacific. The re- 
mainder of the book deals in detail with the building of the road, the difficulties 
met with and how they were overcome, the experiences of the surveyors and life 
in the railroad camps. 

Although the book is avowedly "intended for those who are interested in the 
romantic side of railway-building," a sufficient knowledge of geography as an 
element of general culture could be expected so that such statements would be 
impossible as those which ascribe to the "Japanese [jif] Chinook wind" the 
equable climate of the northern Pacific coast (p. 35). The condemnation of the 
government maps (p. 50) on the ground of their inadequacy for the purposes 
of the railroad engineer reveals, too, a lack of appreciation of their scope. 
Again, although the text deals at length with the means by which the mountain 
barrier was overcome, the accompanying map places the Rocky Mountains along 
the axis of the Interior Plateau of British Columbia, in no causal relation with 
Mt. Robson and Yellowhead Pass, both of which are represented on the map. 

Nevertheless, the book is on the whole valuable, mainly because it furnishes 
information, otherwise not readily available, concerning an undertaking of far- 
reaching importance. W. L. G. J. 

The Pan American Union. Peace, Friendship, Commerce. By John 
Barrett, Director-General of the Pan American Union, Washington, D.C., 
1911. 254 pp. His- $1. 8^x6>£- 
A handbook of information on the Southern republics, their resources, popu- 
lation, area, commerce and progress; and the work, scope and history of the 
Pan American Union. The book is well illustrated. 

Down North on The Labrador. By Wilfred T. Grenfell. 229 pp. Ills. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 1911. $1. 1% x 5. 

This is a collection of sketches and stories by Dr. Grenfell. The stories are 
well written and entertaining, although they are open to the criticism that the 
characters are idealized. The book gives an admirable picture of the life 
along this barren coast with the constant struggle against great odds. The 
winter in all its severity, expeditions for relief during all kinds of weather, now 
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